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Dirt

By Toni Cross

One of the most striking qualities about the American psyche
is our persistent optimism. It has seen us through some
very rough times. For instance, who in their right minds
would have supposed that The American Revolution would
succeed? Certainly not Benedict Arnold. Arnold was too
tied to England to have absorbed the optimism of the Revo-
lutionaries. He preferred to be a
pessimist (he would have said
“realist”) and betray them as a
bunch of benighted loonies. So
much the worse for him. This
same optimism drove the explo-
ration of the West by Lewis and
Clatk, the first moon landing, the
wearing of powder-blue polyes-
ter leisure suits, etc.

And what is more demonstrative
of this pull-up-your-bootstraps
optimism than a sign on a park-
ing sttip offering, gaily and with-
out a shred of self-doubt, “Free Dirt”” Its open-hearted gen-
erosity, its naive bonhomie endears the sign-makers to even
the hardest of hearts. No doubt they can picture the streams
of people with 5-gallon buckets, wheelbarrows—perhaps
even simple sacks—converging on the swollen pile to whisk
the brown gold away to gardens and landscapes which lack
sufficient dirt of their own. If this were not adequate proof
of our native optimism, I recently saw such a sign augmented
by the enjoinder to “Plase sift stones out when taking dirt. We
are using them for the rock wall” These, dear readers, are cer-
tainly people who would clap for Tinkerbelle.
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.Dc you wish to be happy for a d-dy,

get drunk;
If you wish to be happy for a "WBBEL

kill a pig;
.lf you wish to be happy for a month,

get married;
.lf you wish to be happny?’ ever and ever,

make a garden.
~ Chinese Proverh

And yet, and yet. . . .. the dirt piles sit there, and sit there
and still—is it possible’—no one comes to claim them. They
grow grass, weeds, even trees and s#// they sit. I have seen
cows grazing on these levees of dirt. One in my neighbor-
hood was recently putchased by a developer and subdivided
into four city lots—well, actually, three. The fourth is being
carved into a miniature Mt.
Rushmore, only with Ronald
Reagan’s face included.

“Free Dirt!” is where Ameri-
can optimism meets the adage
“There is no free lunch.” The
Founding Fathers knew that if
The Revolution failed, they
would all be hanged. It was
win or die: No Free Lunch.
However, those who pile dirt
and expect the dirt-desirers to
carry it off believe absolutely
in the existence of a free lunch.
They will never have to hire someone to remove the dirt—
oh no! It will magically disappear. It won’t actually keep
blocking the view of the mountains.

Like Native American burial mounds, some future genera-
tion will survey these piles with cutiosity and wonder, per-
turbed and yet impressed by the triumph of optimism over
reality.

Free dirt: it’s the American Way.
Copyright 9/ 2005, Toni Cross

Association of ProressionaL Lanpscare DEsIGNERS

\Y L/
» (J
S,

\

www.regionalsite.org

APLD

www.apld.org

Is the front of your business card already fully designed? Is the
back of your business card blank? The above graphic, available
from headguarters, is a way that you can promote APLD and
your regional chapter on the back of your business cards.



